
Beginner: Using the UDS Mapper 

The webinar will begin 
5 minutes after the 

hour 



www.udsmapper.org 

Introduction to the UDS Mapper 
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2. Control Panel 
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Agenda 
 What is the UDS Mapper? 

 
 Data in the UDS Mapper 

 
 How to use the UDS Mapper 

 
 How to find help after the webinar 
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What is the UDS Mapper? 
 An online mapping tool developed by the AAFP's 

Robert Graham Center, as part of the HealthLandscape 
mapping platform 

 
 Developed for the Bureau of Primary Health Care using 

UDS data analyzed and prepared by John Snow, Inc. 
(JSI) and other relevant data to provide access to maps, 
data and analysis to visualize service area information 
for Health Center Program (HCP) grantees and look-
alikes 
 

 Compares HCP grantee and look-alike data to 
community/population data and shows spatial 
relationships between the program, community 
attributes and other resources 
 

www.udsmapper.org 
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Who Can Use the UDS Mapper? 
 The UDS Mapper is open to everyone, not just Health 

Center Program grantees and look-alikes 
 

 To begin using the UDS Mapper all you have to do is 
register for a username and password at  
www.udsmapper.org  

 
 More than one person from an organization CAN have a 

login for the UDS Mapper 
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Register for a New Account 
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Data in the UDS Mapper 
 Data mapped by ZCTA 

 Uniform Data System (UDS) data, 2012 
 UDS Data submitted to HRSA by Health Center Program 

grantees and look-alikes every calendar year 
 Data analyzed and prepared by John Snow, Inc. 

 2010 US Census boundaries for ZCTAs 
 

 What is a ZCTA? 
 ZIP Code Tabulation Area- an approximation of ZIP 

Codes from the US Census Bureau 
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Data in the UDS Mapper 
 Calculated layers 
 Penetration of low-income and total populations 
 ZCTA-level low-income population not served by HCP 

grantees (2 layers) 
 Change in patients over time (for grantees) 

 Demographic layers (2007-2011 American 
Community Survey) 

  Percent poverty 
 Percent low-income 
 Percent non-white 
 Percent Hispanic 

 Percent Black 
 Percent Asian 
 Percent American 

Indian/ Alaska Native 
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Data in the UDS Mapper 
 Other data in the UDS Mapper 

 Point location of health care providers 
 Health Center Program (HCP) Grantees and Look-Alikes 
 HCP Grantee and  Look-Alike Service Access Points 
 Rural Health Clinics 
 National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Sites 
 Facility and Point HPSAs (CHCs, HCP-LAs, RHCs, and tribal 

organization facilities) 
 Hospitals 

 Medically Underserved Areas/ Populations 
 Health Professional Shortage Areas (Primary Care) 
 Geographic boundaries including census tracts, 

congressional districts, etc. 
 Highways 
 Background options include satellite imagery, 

topographical maps, and street maps 
 www.udsmapper.org 
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Data Considerations 
 UDS Data 

 Health Center Program grantees and look-alikes 
only 

 ZCTA only 
 If there are 10 or fewer patients from a health center 

in a ZCTA, those data are suppressed 
 Low-income calculations are based on 100% of 

patients 
 

 ZCTAs 
 Changing/evolving ZIP Code boundaries 
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Walkthrough of UDS Mapper  
How to use the UDS Mapper tool to:  
 begin exploring and comparing nearby areas for a new 

location 
 

 compare these areas with ZCTAs that have existing services 
 

 inspire additional questions and hone subsequent, more 
in-depth analyses performed outside of the UDS Mapper 
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Go to Area of Interest 

www.udsmapper.org 

13 of 33 

Enter location 
you want to 
view, select 
correct option 
from drop 
down box and 
click GO 



Map View Layout 
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Legend- Hide by clicking the down arrow 

Tools Accordion- Active tool is the  
one that is open; title listed above map 

UDS Mapper has two views: Map or Data;  
data view will be active if there are data in  
the active tool that are available in table format 

Full Screen- gets rid of browser  
window so you can see more map 



Legend 
 Will update with any added layers 

 
 Scrolls to the left and right as items are added 

 
 Will be printed when the map is printed 

 
 Can be hidden by clicking the down arrow to 

optimize screen space for the map 
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Health Center Service Access 
Point Rollover: Grantees and  
Look-Alikes 

Health Center Admin Site  
Rollover: Grantees and  
Look-Alikes 

Rollovers 
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ZCTA Rollover 



Manipulating the Map 
 Zooming 

 Scale tool 
 Click on the plus (+) sign at the top or minus (-) sign at 

the bottom 
 Click on the line representing the scale you want to go 

to 
 Click and drag the selector up and down the scale tool 

 Double click twice on the map 
 Use your mouse wheel if you have one 
 Click on a nub 

 Panning 
 Click and hold the mouse button while on the map 

to drag/ pan the map until you have it where you 
want it 
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Optional Layers 
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Health 
Care 
Facilities 
can be 
found in 
the 
Explore 
Service 
Area Tool.  
These all 
have 
rollovers 
that can be 
turned on 
and off. 

Basemaps and 
optional layers 
(HPSA, MUA, 
congressional 
boundaries, 
etc. can be 
found here.  
Labels can be 
turned on and 
off for most 
layers. 



Optional Layers:  Hidden under Others 
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Main Map:  Only One Layer at a Time 

www.udsmapper.org 
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Selecting ZCTAs for Analysis 
 Click on map- click once on a ZCTA to 

select/ unselect a ZCTA 
 ZCTAs can only be selected at a scale of 

“County” or less (8th line down on scale 
bar or higher) 

 Use Explore Service Area tool 
 Enter ZCTA or ZIP Code and add                               

directly 
 Enter County or State to zoom to area  

and then click on map to select ZCTAs  
 Use paint brush to select all ZCTAs you  

cross with your mouse 
 Unselect by scrolling over the ZCTA in the  

box and click the red X 
 Selected ZCTAs will become shaded in black 

www.udsmapper.org 
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Selected ZCTAs 
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ZCTA Data Table View 
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View Analysis Results  
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By Patient Origin: 
View individual 
HCP Grantee 
patient-origin 
service areas and 
analyze overlap 
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Advanced Tools: by Patient Origin 
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By Distance: 
View the area 
included in driving 
times or distances 
to a location 

26 of 33 

Advanced Tools: by Distance 
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Population 
Indicators: View 
hot spots of 
poverty, non-
employment, 
diabetes, and 
more!   
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Advanced Tools: Population Indicators 
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More Tools:  Tools Menu 

www.udsmapper.org 
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Drawing Tools 
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Printing the Map 
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Print Preview: 
Zoom in and out/ 
adjust map before 
printing! 
 
Choose what to 
print:  Choose to 
print the map by 
itself directly to 
your printer or 
create a PDF of 
the map, data 
table or both 
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Tutorials and Resources  
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Thank you! 
If you have additional questions or feedback after the 
conclusion of this webinar, please use the “Contact Us” 
form provided on the UDS Mapper site: 

 
 http://www.udsmapper.org/contact-us.cfm  
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